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* If Toa Arc Thiakla* Above Learnia* to
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HOUSE ECHOES
RUSSIAN CHAOS

*_______

"Embassy Without a Country"Carries Memories
Of Magnificence.

CZAR'S OWN PROPERTY
Use as Residence DiscontinuedWhen Boris

Bakhmeteff Came.
.-~~.

An air of mystery surrounds 1111
Sixteenth street, the home of formerRussian ambassadors to the
United State* and one of the most
Imposing mansions in Washington.

It is an "embassy without a coun-
try " the solitary monument of the
days when His Imperial Majesty
Czar Nicholas ruled In Russia. The
magnificent rooms, once the scene
of the lavish hospitality by ambassadorsfr»m the Imperial Government.are now used as offices by
minor officials of the present embassystaff. Occasional visitors at
the mansion are received at the
door by a shabby doorkeeper, insteadof the gorgeous flunkies ot
days past
At the time of the overthrow of

the imperial government and the
execution of the royal family the
post of His Majesty's ambassador to
the United States was held by
George Bakhmeteff. and the role of
hostess at the Sixteenth street mansionwas Ailed by his lovely Americanwife, the former Mary Bealc of
Washington, sister of tho late John
R. McLean. When the news or
Nicholas's death was received by
Ambassador Bakhmeteff. the family
Immediately deserted the embassy,
and established their residence In
Washington as private eitlsens.
Since then they have left the United
states and are making their home
in Paris, where they will remain untiltheir return to this country.

BakhascteflTa Nat HUsted.
The new ambassador, curiously

enough, was also a Bakhmeteff.
though the George Bakhmeteffs insistedthat the Boris Bakhmeteffs
were absolutely no relation to
them. Naturally the two families,
representing as they did two governmentsand two Ideas of government,were not the best of
friends and diplomatic Washingtonhad to "watch its step" to keep
from bringing the two together at
social functions.
The embassy building had belongedpersonally to the Czar, and

Boris Bakhmeteff felt some hesitancyin making the mansion his
home. Consequently he established
hi* residence elsewhere and the
stately mansion became an office
building.
The Boris Bakhmeteffs were the

representatives of the national
democratic government of Russia
and received their appointment to
the United States from Kerensky.
Shortly after their arrival in Washingtonand before they had time to
become really settled in their new
post their government fell and
Kerensky was reported slain.
Later reports reached this coun-1

try that the leader had escaped
and was hiding in London, working
as a waiter in an obscure cafe In
the English capital. The story has
never been verified, and half a
dozen others have rises to account
for the disappearance of the fallen
leader, but the Boris Bakhmeteffs
remain in Washington as the representativesof the supposed Londonwaiter and the government that
does not exist. %
The State Department has recognizedthem as the accredited representativesof Russia, but lately it

has been rumored that the United
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building which was his residence,

VICTUALS CRAM
PARCEL POST

Embargoes Cause Heavy
Shipments of Eggs, Calves

And Chickens.
Hundreds of crates of eggs. basketsof mushrooms, dressed calves,

tubs (of butter and liv# chickens are
being shipped by parcel post, owing:
to freight and express embargoes
during the past week, according to
reports coming into the office of the
general superintendent of the railwaymail service at the Postofflce
Department.
Daily summaries of the conditions

at various points to the North have
revealed that strange "packages"
arc being forwarded by the mail
route, and that a tremendous increaseof business has been experiencedgenerally.
The high peak during the strike

period was at New York, when duringthe twenty-four hours after 3
o'clock Thursday afternoon, the New
York division handled 148. cars, of
which 10S were storage cars and 40
were railway poetoffice cars.

States may change its policy and
recognise a third Russian government.If the rumor is true, the
question of what is to become of
the Sixteenth street mansion is
again raised.

Belongs to CsarV Heirs.
Legally it may be said to belong

to the heirs of the dead Csar, and
If the property is sold the proceeds
might be turned over to them.
ShmHd the Boris BakhmetefTs

decide to sell the place, Washingtonwonders if the State Departmentwould permit the sale and to
whom the proceeds would go.there
being practically no national democraticgovernment of Russia, though
it still exists in name.

'

Again, if the Soviet sends a representativeto Waahington it may
be that he will choose to make 1119
Sixteenth street his residence,
though the grandeur of the place is
hardly In keeping with the Ideals
of simplicity the present Russian
government is supposed to represent.
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(By Htrali Staff CerrNfcaicat.)
Lynchburg, VaL, April 17..Rome

sat upon her aeven hilla, but Royie
had nothing on Lynchburg, where
the hilla are ao ateep that It la with
the greatest difficulty one achieves
the feat of sitting on any without
toboganning to the valleya. When
Humboldt w&a travelling through
Mexico, he llluatrated what Guana*
juato resembled by taking a piece
of paper, cnumpling it In hla list
and. throwing It down, remarking:
That's Guanajuato!'* With the
scarcity of paper today all wc
should say. regarding Lynchburg, la
"Ditto!"
But hilla make for pictureaqueness,and Lynchburg purposes to

take advantage of her Alpine naturalresources in a most original
way. Ninth atreet rises over a 100
feet in two blocks, and at its peak
stands the Court House in classic
Greek architecture, but the hill Is
unimproved, ateep and ugly. Half
way down is a marble yard and a
marble slab inscribed: "Vale, Med
non in perpetuum," and yet that
fails to satisfy the aching calves
of those who succeed as "climbers"
in Lynchburg.

Will feeantlfr Hilt /" 1
Lynchburg has no city building*

its city officials have offices scatteredIn various office buildings;
ahe needs, and ia determined to have,
a city building, now that ahe haa
secured the modern system of city
manager government.
Lynchburg also desires to honor

her patriotic dead, who fell in the
great war, and the American Legion
ha* been atudying how a suitable
monument might be made by some
form of beautifying that ugly hill
of Ninth atreet. .

An architect of Lynchburg has
submitted a design, original and
beautiful, for a combination of the
three needs.the city building, the
monument to the soldier dead and
the aid to climbera.all in one.
While the design has not yet been
adopted, officially, it meets with
muofc .favor, and there appears littledoubt as to its final acceptance.

Rlevators to Help Climb.
By thla deaign it ia proposed to

buy sixty feet at one side of the
street line, belonging to Senator
Carter Glaaa, so as to widen the

70 MERIT BADGES
GIVEN BOY SCOUTS

At & meeting of the Coiyt of
Honor of the District of Columbia
Boy Scouts of America, this week,
70 Merit Badges were awarded as
follows:
Troop 1.s. Duncan Bradley, firenianship;Edwin McKee, conservation,leather working, marksmanSnip.
Troop 10.Raymond C. Burleson,horsemanship, leather working,wireless; Alfred DeGroot, camping,cooking, horsemanship, pioneering,electricity, signaling; Edward Joynt,leather working, wireless; RaymondKelly, first aid to animals, electricity.pioneering, safety first, signaling;C. L>. Price, electricity, horsemanship,leather working, safetyfirst. Wireless; Dabney Price, first

»id, horsemanship; Russell Wfght,
firemanship; Clifton Zler, fireman»hlp,first aid to animals.
Troop 27.Robert Booth, architecture.
Troop 30.Robert Hartshorn, bird

itudy.
Troop 42.Physical development.
Troop 48.ponald H. Cooper, flremanshlp,personal health, public

health; Wilbur Meyers, firemanshlp,
personal health, public health; ArnoldWesson, first aid to animals,
personal health, public health, firemanshlp;Fred Williams, camping,
cooking, firemanshlp, handicraft,
personal health, public health.
Troop SI.Roger K. Staley, poultrykeeping, safety first.
Troop 62.Mitchell Hoyt, firemanshlp.first aid to animals, safety

first; Eugene Lorens. firemanshlp.
First aid to animals, public health;
Sydney R. Prince, Jr., first aid to
uiimals, safety first.
Troop S4.Carroll Meigs, life saving.
Troop S7.J. B. Knaebel. first aid

to animals, safety first, scholarship;
R. C. Macduff, cycling.
Troop »*.Richard Edwards, carpentry,dairying, forestry, signaling.marksmanship.
Troop 100-.Thomas McConville,

sooklng.
Dabney Price, of Tro<u> 10, and

D. Vemer Smythe, Jr., Troop 42. have
now attained the number of badges
sntitling them to the rank of star
icout. the second hlfchest rank in
icoutlng.
The court of honor has recently

(jeep enlarged by the addition of tho
following men:
George E. Farrell. 220 Fourteenth

Itreet; George B. Sudworth, »1S F
itreet. and Edwin Maschmeyer.
1104 Fourth street northwest.

RHis HapslSraM « Tear Krlrads
.who are 111 with Gude's Sowars.
iic« v..a dr. . -

of Mystery,
Former Grandeur
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sudor, and the Sixteenth street (

fowering Hills, ;
and Shaft to Vets \
Antient Rome Design '

area which In to be adorned with
terraces, a soldier monument with (
a waterfall, fountain, flowers and i
shrubbery.
At the left of this open terraced

hillside, stands the granite post- .

office.a modern building of archi- ttectural propriety, and now at the ,other side will be built, against the
steep slope, a six-story city build*
in*, of Italian design, every floor
of the six stories Ao be a ground 1
floor, as the building progresses up '

the hill, until the sixth story will 1

be on a level witti the street upon
the summit at the rear, while upon 1

the Church street side^ the building 1
will stand six stories, in the clear. JHere, at the Church street entrance,
will be elevators, by which pe !
destrians who desire to reach th%
top of the hill, may ascend, through
the building, to the open corridor 1

of the sixth story, thence pass out 1

to the street' JNot only will the terrace be made ]commemorative of the soldier dead,
but within the City Building there
will be rooms provided especially 1
for the American Legion, the Boy
Scouts, etc.. as well as for all city
officials, and there will also be of

flccsto rent to lawyers and other
professional men.
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KUTZ IS SILENT
ON PHONE RAISE

4

Declines to Discuss Petition
Filed by Telephone

Company.
FOUR INCREASES ASKED

hlearings Will Be Held on

Proposition First Part
Of May.

Commissioner C. W. KuU. chairnanof the Public Utilities Commfslion,declined last night to discuss
:he petition filed yesterday by the
Chesapeake and Potomac Telephone
Company for increased rates for *11
classes of business and residence
elephone service in the District of
Columbia, stating he had not yet
examined the facts.

Petltftea Asks laereases.
The petition filed with the comnlaston includes the following pro*

>osed increases:
Unlimited residence service, from

15 to $5.50 a month.
Two-party line residence, from

(2.25 a month to $2.10. This allow*
:hirty-five calls a month, with a 5entcharge for all additional callsIndividualline, business or resllence,with a limit, of fifty messages
i month, from $3.50 to $4 a month.
Ml additional messages are charged
'or on a sliding scale, and the com>anyasks a 1-cent increase in this
icale.
Two-party line business service.

!rom 92.50 to $3 a month, allowing
forty messages. All additional mestages5 cents.
The petition also asks for a revisionot the charges for private

branch exchanges.
Public hearings will be held at

he District Building May S to May
1, Engineer Commissioner Kutz anlouncedyesterday.
The telephone company statea it

s receiving a return of about 1
>er cent on a fair valuation for Its

>lant. not including additional
equipment installed for the governmentduring the war. .

*
Held Retarsa lmadeq«ate.

The petition places the value of
ts telephone property at about $12.

00.000.and states that for the
even months from August, when
federal control ended, to February,
-evenues exceeded operating ex>ensesby about $88,000. This does
lot make allowance for Interest on

>onds or dividends on stock* This,
he Company holds, "is an obviously
nadequate return."
The company tells the commixtionthat if the proposed !®cre«*es

ire granted they will Increase the

company's net revenues to $*05,000
jer year, which would be equivalent
:o a return of 4.78 per cent on the
ralue of the property.

LOCAL MENTION.
TRY STAG.$1 UP v

SPBCMJ. WEEKLY. BtST IH CITY.
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Lady Astor
Riles Peer by
Annexing Seat

%

Woman Member of House
OfCommons Stands on

Her Rights.
Br J. *L DKKVIR.

Parliamentary Camapandrnt '
WwblutN HmU.

London. April IT..There* war
between Lady A«tor and Blr WilliamJoyaaoa Hlcka. It'a all over a
particular corner aeat to Ute Home
of Common* which each coveta.
Returning from an lllneas yesterday.Sir William found his aeat annexedby the only woman member

who. It aeema, had aubatltuted her
eard for hla on the back of the seat.
Hicks forthwith appealed to the
speaker, while the house rocked
with laughter.

T. P. O'Connor, who sits immediatelyabove the disputed chair, interruptedto ask whether the rules
werea't subject to the usual canons
of good feeling, and asked: "Ought
not consideration be shown to the
lady member?"
The speake'r ruled that Sir Williamwas technically in the right,

adding: "I am sure that all memberswill observe good feeling and
consideration for one another."

Hick*. amM Increasing uproar,
ostentatiously removed Lady Astoria
card, replacing his own.
He told the speaker that a long

correspondence had been exchanged
between himself and I^ady Astor
about the seat.
He afterward told me he didn't

propose to publish the correspondence;but wanted it known that he
had definitely offered to permit
Lady Astor to speak from the aeat
whenever she desired.
Asked for her side of the atory.

Lady Astor said:
"I wish he would publish the correspondence.It reflects much more

to my credit than to his. Mr. Hicks
haa no more moral right to tbe seat
than I and It's as open to me as to
him to secure it for the day's altting.7 propose to exercise my right
whenever opportunity occurs."
(Copyright. I»0. by Craw-Atlssttc KewapaperHerrire. Inc.)

COVINGTON BANKER
ORDERED TO PRISON

bi
(Speeial te The «ukli(tM Herald.)
Clifton Forge. Va-. April 17..D.

R. Kills, former cashier of the
Covington Savings Bank, who was
convicted at the October term. 1»1».
of embexxiement of $«#.0»0. and who'
had been granted an extension of
time before his flve-year sentence,
was refused a further extension
and ordered sent to the penitaBtiary
today.

RESORTs
Atlantic City. W. *.

GRAND ATLANTIC
Vlr*iala Art.. aear Beach.Capacity «00. A
strictly modera hotel. Private hatha, rmmatagwater ia room*, elevator, etc. Wotabla
table and aerrice. Early rate*. *4.00 op
tally; special weekly. Booklet.
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OVERALLS TAKE I
HOUSE'S FANCY

Upshaw, Wearing Blue
Denim on Floor, Promwed

Followers.
TALKS FOR MOVEMENT

| * ^

JTells of Endorsing Atlanta
Club's Ran to Cheapen

Clothing Cost. |
Clly talnnal tmtw.) I

The "overall movement" hu astendedto Congreaa.
Representative I'pshaw. Demo- f

crat. of Georgia appeared oa the
floor of the House yraterday afternoondad In the blue denim garment*rapidly becoming popular In
the light against the high cost of
clothing. IJualnesK before the
House was held up while both
side* vigorously applauded the
Georgian. The galleries Joined la
the demonstration.
Now that one member has "got

away with It.** others expressed
their intention of following suit
next week. » \
"The man in overalls" continued

the center of attraction until he
wu forced to make a speech He
said:
"A man In overalls always has

been my hero. X have received a

telegram from Atlanta stating that
a club of 4,00# members ha* been
organised with the purpose of Joininghands to combat the high cost
of living by wearing overalls.

"Naturally I would not endorse
such a movement without practicing
what I preach, so I went down town jd
and paid <4 for this blue attire."

~

"But how are other members to
Join this movement when It take* .

$4 to buy a*palr of overalls?" aaked )
Representative Gallivan. of Masracbuaetta.

"Well. If the gentleman hasn't
got (4. ril be glad to go on his
note, so he can Join the overall
movement." replied Mr. T'pshaw.
"But seriously speaking. I think
every member of Congress should
co-operate in such a movement a*

thla or any other undertaking the
object of which Is to reduce prices.
atHl unrest and bring contentment
to the land we love so well."
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